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Basic HTML Forms 

Developing HTML forms is a very important part of web page development. Forms are used to gather 

information from others who read and interact with your web pages. Web forms allow you to receive 

feedback, orders, or other information the users who visit your web pages. For example, a browser search 

tool is a single-entry form with one button that gives you the information you are looking for when you 

press the button. Another example is a product order form to purchase an item, such as from 

Amazon.com.  

This section discusses how to create forms from the front-end. The server-side handling of the forms 

requires knowledge of programming language beyond the scope of this course. 

An HTML form is part of a web page that includes areas where users can enter information to be sent 

back to you, to another email address that you specify, to a databased that you manage, or to another 

system altogether, such as a third-party management system for your company’s lead generation form 

(like Salesforce.com). The behind-the-scenes (server0side or backend) process requires knowledge of a 

programming language or you must be able to follow specific instructions when using someone else’s 

server side script to handle the form input or data you receive. Many web hosting providers have several 

back-end scripts that you can use to minimize the programming required. 

Form Structure 

Forms include a button you click to submit forms. This button can be an image you create yourself or a 

standard HTML form button that is created when a form <input? Element is created and give a type value 

of submit.   

When a person clicks a form submission button, all the information typed in the form is sent to a URL 

that you specify in the action attribute of the <form? Element. That URL should point to a specific script 

that will process your form, sending the form contents via email or performing another step in an 

interactive process (such as requesting results from a search engine or placing items in an online shopping 

cart.) 

Creating a Form 

Every form must begin with an opening <form? Tag. This can be located anywhere in the body of the 

HTML document. The <form” tag has three attributes: name, method, and action.  

<form name=”my_form” method=”post” action=”myprocessingscript.php”> 

The most common method is post, which sends the form entry results as a document. In some situations, 

you need to use method=”get” which submits the results as part of the URL query string instead. Get is 

sometimes used when queries are submitted to search engines from a web form.  

The action attribute specifies the address for sending the form data.  

There are two options: 

1. You can type the location of a form-processing program or script on a web server, and the form 

data will then be sent to that program. This is the most common scenario. 

2. You can type mailto: followed by your email address, and the form data will be sent directly to 

you whenever someone fills out the form. This approach is dependent on the user’s computer 

being properly configured with an email client, which may or may not be the case. 



4 
 

Refer to the HTML Code Listing and the following figure to see the output. 

Listing 1 A Form with Various User-Input Components  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The code uses a <form> element that contains quite a few <input /> tags. Each <input /> tag corresponds 

to a specific user input component, such as a checkbox or radio button. The input, select, and text area 

elements contain borders in the stylesheet, so it is easy to see the outline of the elements in the form. You 

can apply all sorts of CSS to those elements.  
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Let’s look more at the tags. 

Accepting Text Input 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naming Each Piece of Form Data 
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Including Hidden Data in Forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Form Input Controls 

Check Boxes 
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Radio Buttons 
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Selection Lists 
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Text Fields and Text Areas 
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Submitting Form Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending Form Data by Email 

One easy way to use a form is to send the results by email. To send a form’s 

results by email, you use the “mailto” action in the form’s action attribute. See 

the following modified version of the name and address form that sends the 

results by email. 
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Validating a Form 

Talk to your hosting provider to see if they have a script. Or, use JavaScript.  
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HTML Tags for Forms 

 

 


